The Coming Civilization
as a defence of the interests of private ownership.
But how is the nation to be converted to it? The
big capitalists and financiers form only a small
section: the small trader and the mass of employees
must be rallied to the support of this small section.
But why should they support an order really designed
to save the possessions and privileges of the big
capitalist? Some other orientation is required. Fas-
cism is therefore wrapped up with an appeal to
patriotism. It becomes, as in Italy, a united national
effort to make Italy the efficient modern State. In
Germany it has relied on the resentment which the
German people have felt against the Versailles
Treaty and its aftermath. In Great Britain it might
possibly be represented, in modified form, as a
call to all good men and true to save the country
from the Communist peril and enlist under whal
would be called 'national service'.
Fascism therefore involves an intense nationalism
and nationalism is the most favourable soil for 2
National Plan. But, without entering too far intc
the realm of prophecy, it is difficult to see ou:
people consenting to a violently unconstitutiona
regime. It is unlikely that the other sections of th<
community, especially the employee class, would
in the long run, consent to a Plan which was workec
by an authority representative only of a smal
clique. Sooner or later the control of the economii
machine would pass outside that narrow circle; for
if that oligarchic system came into force, it woulc
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